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Support the Status Quo, Support Māori Students

If the Education Freedom of Association Amendment bill is passed into legislation: 

1) Te Tiriti o Waitangi is in disrepute/ as consultation with Māori will be in disrepute
2) Māori Roopū receives all of their funding from their mainstream Associations- local, regional and national representation will be cut throughout the tertiary sector. If there is a voice, it will be severely impaired due to the lack of mandate.
3) Māori tertiary learners are wanting to set up their own autonomous Roopū to have their own voice heard on campus, this will not be viable under the proposed bill
4) Limited membership, means limited voice on academic boards and governance boards  both internal and external to the institution
5) Institutions may leave the cultural and pastoral care already provided by the Roopū, to Māori staff who are currently under-resourced and under- funded
6) Quality of the education received is compromised 
7) Quality of stakeholder engagement is compromised
8) Fragmentation and marginalisation of the student voice is certain
9) A massive strain on fostering community development external to the institution as provided by the student association, who commits to engaging alongside the institution to their respective communities. This is an accepted practice today.
10) Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga, Tuakana/ Teina relationships will be left for institutions to provide, rather than the current support offered by Māori Roopū
11) Mainstream Student Associations will be severely impacted on their services and provisions to all students, if not shut down first
12) Institutions do not have the ability, resources or funding to facilitate pastoral or cultural care if student representation is limited
13)  It would devastate important services to students – welfare and academic advocacy, faculty and class representatives, financial assistance, legal help, counselling services, student social events (including Orientation week), student clubs, student societies (Law Students’ Association, Medical Students’ Association, Pacific Island Students’ Association, Maori Roopū), campus. Recreation facilities, and university sports. Students would be extremely vocal about losing such services which are so much a part of the ‘student experience’.
14) Students will pay either way, many activities and services that Student Associations and Roopū run on campus are too important to be lost. If there is no Student Association and Roopū, the institution will need to provide these services. The student will see an increase in fees to accommodate these activities. If these activities are kept in student control, then the students will have a say in how everything is operated.
15) The Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations in Australia has conducted research into the effects of similar legislation on Universities in Australia and found that it has had devastating effects on student representation, campus social life, the provision of advocacy services, and on student engagement. The Australia Government has recently been taking steps to move away from this model in recognition of such negative effects.
Why do we need Māori student and Mainstream Student representation?
Campus level

Retention of students within the institution is dependant on institutional support structures and representation within. Student Associations and Māori Roopū are the only student voice on academic boards locally, regionally and nationally. They are a rare and non academic safe space for many Māori second chance learners, who provide more than what the crown entity (institution) can offer. 
Offerings of Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga and Tuakana/ Teina environments mean they are accepted for who they are as Māori and as people rather than their academic merit. However, all Student Associations and Māori Roopū embrace and advocate for enrolment, retention and completion for students.
Many campus Student Association Presidents and Roopū Tumuaki are representing their campuses at a national level. 

National level

There are only 2 national body Student Associations in Aotearoa. New Zealand Union of Student Associations (NZUSA) and Te Mana Ākonga, National Māori Tertiary Students Association (TMA).On a national level, we operate in accordance to Te Tiriti o Waitangi and stand for barrier free education. We are here to receive directives from our respective Tumuaki and Presidents and support those directives. The mandate and structure of the 2 national Associations means students will have a voice in Parliament and government boards across the tertiary sector. The results granted from political lobbying and national representation blankets all students in the tertiary sector as most are a result of policy and legislative amendments. For example, the interest free ‘write offs’ for student loans, are only here as a result of work committed by NZUSA and TMA
Statistics to support why Māori Roopū and Student Associations are imperative to accessing barrier free education
1) 7% of Māori learners overall in the entire tertiary sector
2) We are second chance learners and mature students 
3) Many Māori learners are the first in their entire family to access tertiary education
4) Many are from low social and economic backgrounds 
5) In 2008, 60% of the total Māori enrolments were female, 40% Male
6) In 2008, 53% of the total Māori enrolments were female, who are studying in Certificate levels 1-3. 
a. 2/3  in total are over the age of 25 and 
b. 1/3 of them are over the age of 40 respectively 
7) Statistics show  over time from 2001 to 2005 there was a steady increase and from 2005- 2008 there has been a decrease in enrolments, thus completion rates for Māori will decrease
8) Over 80% are enrolled in Institutes of Technology and Polytechnics
9) Statistics show stair casing  from  levels 1-3 through to diploma and bachelor levels  are decreasing beyond level 3
10) Access and equity issues are highlighted in bachelor and postgraduate study and completion rates are significantly less than enrolments
11) Māori in high level positions are sparse; there is a need for trained Māori in areas of Health, Societal Welfare and Education.
12) There is a need for trained Māori to return home to contribute back to their Whanau, Hapu, Iwi
13) Student Debt is near 11 billion
14) Student Fees are the highest it has ever been
15) Government changes could reflect a capping of enrolments throughout all universities, this will have devastating effects on Māori Enrolments due to inequitable access into institutions. 
16) Only students can resourcefully advocate the views of students. Support the Status Quo, Support Māori Students!
Nāu te Mātauranga, Nāu te Āo

Those who are informed, have the world at their feet

Kārangatia te Ata haea

Call forth the new dawn
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